
 

TWIST Session 9:  
Drug policy developments 

Tuesday 24th October, 16:30h – 18:00h (Auditorium IV) 

This TWIST Session is open to all Lisbon Addictions Conference participants 

Jindřich Vobořil, National Drug Coordinator of the Czech Republic, director of a 
department, executive deputy chair and a head of the Secretariat of the Government 
Council for Drug Policy, Coordination, Prague. 
Jindřich Vobořil worked first in geriatric nursing, before founding and becoming 
Chief Executive of the drugs services organization Podane Ruce, currently  
operating in four districts of the Czech Republic. Since 2000 he has conducted 
number of consultancies and trainings in the area of drugs services development 
and a drugs policy: Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Ecuador, Bolivia, Colombia, Peru, 
Russia, Serbia, Hungary working for UNODC, GTZ (GIZ today) EU delegation, Soros 
Foundation OSI and for various agencies as a subcontractor. He also lectures at 
Charles University Prague, Medical Faculty and the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Masaryk University, Brno.  

He is a member and a deputy executive chair of the Czech Government Council for drugs, alcohol, tobacco and 
gambling industries; a member of the Management Board, EMCDDA; and member of HDG Group - Horizontal 
Working Party on Drugs. 

Session Description: 

Learning objective(s): 

 To give an overview of the drug policy theory and its application in practice  
 Based on case studies from the Czech Republic, to show the concept of “window of 

opportunity” and the role of new and old media in the drug policy 
 To have a focused discussion on the applicability of the above in different political and 

cultural context/s 

Scope/main topics covered: 

 Drug Policy theory 
 Roles of key players in the field 
 Ethical issues for scientists and experts in drug policy making 

Training/Learning formats: 

 Two lectures (30 minutes each) followed with an interactive discussion 

Learning outcome(s) (what should the trainee be able to do following the session?): 

 To understand the relationships between different segments of drug policy in the liberal 
democracies, and globally 

 To understand the specifics of the morally and politically sensitive issue of illegal drugs and the 
policies related to it 

 To understand the concept of the “window of opportunity” when science can meet policy 
effectively, and to be able to use it in their everyday work 

Related LxAddictions 2017 sessions:  

SS29 (Health and social responses to drug problems), Plenary Session III – Boundaries of addiction, 
SS43 (Reconceptualizing etiology) 

 


