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Who are we? 

PhD students; 

 

Master students; 

 

Medical doctors and policy makers; 

 

Experts in literature reviews…. 



Vignettes 1: Ji-Yeong Mun 

Ji-Yeong Mun, 27 years old distant learner in a prestigious university is writing 

a dissertation on alternative to prison for drug related crimes. 

 

She google this title and start reading the 50 900 000 results identified in the first 

0,45 seconds of her research. 

 

She also goes to twitter and search #alternative to #prison and she subscribes  

Various profiles… 

 

What next?  

 

(group discussion) 



Vignettes 2: Manuel 

Manuel, 48 years consultant is drafting a project grant for an European programme  

on applied research on social exclusion. 

 

He search the European Union websites and finds data from Eurostat. 

 

He also opens Linked In and search social exclusion as a keywords 

 

What next?  

 

(group discussion) 



Vignettes 2: Kari 

Kari, 36 is a newly elected Mayor of a municipality in the North of Europe,  

during her campaign she has promised to open drug consumptions room  

to finish with open drugs scenes, but although she won, a strong opposition  

is against this programme… 

 

She consults the EMCDDA website and a University Professor who  

supported her campaign. 

 

What next?   



What do Ji-Yeong Mun, Manuel and Kari have in 

common? 
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Knowledge need to be translated into a  

 

Scientific question 

 

What does characterise a scientific question? 

 

….. 



Defining our questions 
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Manuel (social exclusion): 

 

What is and how prevalent is Social Exclusion in Europe and  

what are the main questions we need to answer?  

 

Manuel needs to define social exclusion and how this is measured; 

 

He needs to identify the data to describe social exclusion (composite indicator); 

 

He may identify consensus on gaps to be addressed by his research grant.  

 

What’s his risk?   



Defining our questions 
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Kari: (drug consumption rooms) 

 

What are the risks and side effects associated with drug injecting rooms to  

eliminate open drug scenes in a small town in the North of Europe. 

 

She can define study types: systematic reviews, primary studies, ecological studies, 

conferences proceedings, consensus meetings; 

 

She can define which implementation experiences she is interested in knowing  

(European organization); 

 

She may be interested in European projects 

 

What is her risk? 



Defining our mission 
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What is your question? 

 

What are your target, outcomes, comparisons, type of documents and 

sources? 

 

 

Work on your own for 5 minutes 



Defining our mission 
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Translating into search strings 
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What is the effectiveness of alternative to prison for adults 

drugs offenders  in comparison with in-prisonment to reduce 

reoffending at 12 months follow-up ?  

 People 

 

 Intervention 

 

 Comparison 

 

 Outcomes 

 

 Type of study 

 

 

Adults (>18) drug offenders; 

 

Alternative to prison (treatment, 

probation, social work) 

Prison 

 

Re-offending 

 

Experimental and quasi-

experimental studies 



Translating into search strings 
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What is the effectiveness of alternative to prison for adults 

drugs offenders  in comparison with in-prisonement to reduce 

reoffending at 12 months follow-up ?  

Decide time = period and date  

(include publications from the first introduction of probabtion up to 

now…) 

 

You conclude your search to allow time to selecting and analysing 

your results. 

 

Decide Language =  



Translating into search strings 
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What is the effectiveness of alternative to prison for adults 

drugs offenders  in comparison with in-prisonement to reduce 

reoffending at 12 months follow-up ?  

Decide time = period and date  

(include publications from the first introduction of probabtion up to 

now…) 

 

You conclude your search to allow time to selecting and analysing 

your results. 

 

Decide Language = …. 



Translating into search strings 
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 Published 
 Published faster 
 Published in English.. 
 Major database 



Choosing sources of data 
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Row data 

 

Scientific publications 

 

Grey literature 

 

Synthesis of evidence 

 

Databases of thesis 

 

Registry of studies 

 

Registries of protocols 

 

…… 

 

 



Choosing sources of data 
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Row data 

 

Scientific publications 

 

Grey literature 

 

Synthesis of evidence 

 

Databases of thesis 

 

Registry of studies 

 

Registries of protocols 

 

…… 

 

 



Translating into search strings 
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Translating into search strings 
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Translating into search strings 
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Translating into search strings 

20 



Defining our quality criteria 
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Why do we need criteria? 

 

To be specific, 

 

To make our search manageable 

 

And… for self-defence! 

 

 



Defining our quality criteria 
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Defining our quality criteria 
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Defining our quality criteria 
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 Internal validity: 

 

The causal inference is true 

 

 

 External validity: 

 

The results are generalizable 

 

 

 Or how much can we rely on the results? 



Defining our quality criteria 
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Or how much can we rely on the results? 

 

 

 You may need developing your own additional criteria for 

example; 

 

 Duration of follow-up 

 

 Percentage of people followed-up 

 

 ….. 



Understanding and synthetising  
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One swallow does not make a summer 

 

 

 



Social networks 
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Social networks 
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How many use SN for keeping updated? 

 

Which ones? 

 

For which purpose? 



Social networks 
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https://101innovations.wordpress.com/ 



Social networks 
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Social networks 

31 

 

 

http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2017/08/23/social-media-as-

a-scientist-a-very-quick-guide/ 



Updates tools 
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Updates tools 
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Predators 
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35 

 

 

Un- conclusions 

Define your questions 
 
Define your keywords; 
 
Explore your sources; 
 
Be creative ! 
 
Be specific 
 
Evaluate the quality YOU want 
 
Document each steps… 
 
Seek informal peer referees (network) 
 
Make sense and communicate 
 
Be ready to start again 
 
 



Thank you! 
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